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30 Robertson and I lelnmm

3 bid: 118-112.

M Aktueth-Redakiionen, "Maldokument”, Sveriges Television, 1996 {xerox),

35 T, OSullivan, B. Dutton and P, Rayaer, (1994) Studying the Media, London: Edward Armold,
p-.
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The sammw ilern appeared in the EDC World news the same day, although in a less prominemt
place in she broadcast. On other Europe-relaled matters, however, the lwo BBC
programines —one produced for domestic consuinption, the other for an international
audience—liverge, at iimes, in interesting ways. One example is coverage, on March 3, of
an appeal ko the European Couet of Hunan Rigins by ex-secvicemen and wornen dismissed
from the British armed forces because of thwir homosexuality.

It 1l News at Nine, the subject is dealt with in a 20-second telegram. The Defence Secretary
Michael Portillo, we are tuld, has confirmwed that a government review will recommoend
keeping the ban on homosexuals in the armed forces: “1le said he believed the vast
wajority of people in the armed forces believed relaxing the rules would harm discipline
and morale. He admits the ban may eventually be overtnmed by the European Court of
fiurnan Rights."As the telegram is read by the presenter, we see in the background, first, a
stifl of soldicrs marching in formation (interestingly, viewed froim behind) amd, then,
wmwving pictures of a relaxed amd jocular Portillo reviewing troaps dressed in failiar blue
greatcoats aud 1all fuzzy hats.

The BBC World report begins with a picture of intlividuals conspicuous by their absence
irom the News ai Nine: a group of ten and women who were disiissed froin the services
because of thuie homosexuality, and who are fighting Weir dismnissal in the Buropean Court
of Human Rights. The camwra quickly veers away from the overweight women in jeans and
zooms in on the pleasant-looking young men in suits and tics who look shyly but earnestly
into the many cameras confronting thein. The infortmation thal, in the Netherlamls, gay
officers serve besile Twterosexuals, is accompanied by pictures of distinctly macho-looking
individuals in combat gear, leaning against aciny vebicles awd simoking, in a relaxed pose,
This sequence is followed by an excerpt of an interview with the Defence Secretary from a
breakfast television show. “People are living in situations of absolute trust”, says i'ortiilo,
explaining why the ban nwmst be upheld. “They're living alimost literally on top of each
olher” (be smiles). “They need to know they can rust one another,” he says, adding fater
that the Armed Ferces “themsetves’ could not retain their ‘fighting power’ were the ban 1o
be tifted. After this, a former licutenant commaler, who was distmissed afler someone
atternpied to blackimail him over his sexuality, criticises the government's questionnaire in
an upper-class, well-educalnd accent. We are also informed by Whe reporter 1hat the British
government’s own legal advice says it will lose in the end. The opposition Labour Parly is
quoted as describing the ban as an unacceptable infringement of civil libertics, amd we are
informed that Presitlent Clinten also has difficulties on this issne. The report ends with a
picture of a tank with a long gun sticking out of it driving uff.

The News at Nine itern can be read as a closed text which portrays the Defence Minister's
decision in 2 matter-of-fact, if not self-evident way. The images that accompany the
information read by the newsreader are tisne-hononred symbols of the British mililary
wadition. There is nothing to discuss. The text in the BBC World report is more open. The
suggestion is that the decision lo uphold Mw ban is not self-wvident at all: gays are
permittal lo serve in the armwd forces of Buropean allies, and even 1he world's leading
military nation, e US, does not find the issue clear-cat. We are also given cause o workder
whetber the Delence Secretary is really the right man to be making this decision, and the
suggustion that it is not ultimalely his decision at atl.

What, then, are the resulting images? The British audience is rer inded that they are
defended by an armed forces comprised of ‘ceal men’. In the ABC World report, the Duich
are porirayed, in botl words and accomnpanying images, as relaxed. The British, by
conirast, appear uplight. The governnent and armu forces merely reiterate a stance: those
doing the fighting. in this repor, are the homosexuals who have been told they do not
belong in the army. The public addressal in the BBC World ceport is given an image of a
Britain Lhat is out-of-step with its allies and perhaps lagging behind themn--a Britain,

kil

n

mutcover, that will eventually lose ancther battle to “Europe’ on this issue. There is
asguably a meaningful difference between the two portrayals.

An exanuple is “Olof Skétkonungs monetira union”, Dagens Nyheler, Sunday 14 May 1995,
pp- 2-3 which, like the Aktuellt reporiage and, as will be seen below, a DN report of the
burning of the libeary in Linkiping, takes issue, albeit obliquely, with the cight-wing
extremists who claim 1o be the guardians of Swedish heritage. The article is abow the first
Swedish coins, discovered at the site of the royal mint in Sigtuna, made a thousand years
ago by the king who is referced tu in “our schoolbooks as the first king to convert to
Chiristianity”. By startisg to inint cobis, we read in the arlicle, King Olof apparently wanted
10 join the top level of Christian regents in Europe, and his anbition was “au frasid som
en kung Bver el stort maklomride, et kristet rike—i en tid ndr det vi kallar kungariket
Sverige cgentligen dnnu inte fanus™.37 Not only the first Swecdish coin, but all the first
Scandinavian coins, were copies of an English silver piece, made frotn German juelal. The
coin had symbolic value atl a time when the king was 1rying 10 win the allegiance of
neighbouring londs and acceplance for the new Christian isdeology. This is obvisusly an
intecesting history lesson for Dugens Nyheter 10 provide at a tisme when the relinquishing of
nativnal currencies was being so Tolly debated, both in Sweden and England. The reader is
reminded that ‘Sweden’ did not exist a thousand years ago, that the Swedes have not
always had their own currency, and that political and economic interaction between
Buropeans predates both. However, e reader is also informed thal it fouk three hundred
years before a comunon currency was successfully established in the new political structure
1hat was 1o become known as ‘Sverige’.

The common cublueal heritage shared by Europeans is a recureen whemne in The European
{aliliough this too requires systematic empirical confirmation). Whether or not it is 1ypical,
an example allempting 1o make a case for a conmon European cullural history, 1 would
argue, is the culour cover slory “Cicero was here”, The European Magazine, 19-25 Seprember
1996. About the so-called Grand Towr, on which well-educated young Englishmen,
Frenchinen and Germans were wonl to embark in the 18th century, it argues that the
tougists were not just intent on enjoying beautifully and morally lax latian woinen and
aciutiring souvenirs left sirewn about by the ancient Romans, as has long been ass: wed.
Soue of W visiling Britons actually were responsible for “hugely productive’ excavations
and “were not looters but pariners with the Roman authoritics in an endightened cullural
project.” Lurope was on the threshold of a glorious new age, we read; by subsidising the
authoritics in the poor south of the continenl, the rich nortdwrners enabled e opening of
the “greatest of all art galleries”, the Valican Musewn, in 1758. And had Edwand Gibbon
stayed at home in England instead of venturing over to 1he continent, that great English
classic, The Dectine and Fali of the Ronnn Enipire would prabably wever have been wrillen.

3 Afler viewing the inslig several tinws, | have also begun to wonder whether it could not
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invite a gendered reading as well. All of the figures who represent pussimism, ignorance
anl resignation in it are inen; those who get on with their deenocratic duty and who are
prepared 1o adapt to the new situation-—and, rnotu bene, the reporler—are wotnen.

An exainpie, taken from a different Swedish television news progratnmes atud from a later
period than that studied here can illustrate the point. At the European Cuop [inals in
ngland in june 1996, disappointuid English fans clashed with German supporters alier
josing a natch. The Swelish programne usal foolage of and intervicws with naliohalistic
Englislunen when reporting the events. The German fans were lasgely invisible. The
resulting impression was that "we” Swedes were positional beside the Germans, observing
the dafl Englismen together with ther. Jnvisibilily here amouated Lo ilentification. The
question is whether Europe is invisible in French and German news in a similas way.




